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Collins, Kelly A.

From: Jackie Drake <drakejackie@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 8:01 PM

To: Arkansas Water

Subject: 2014 Water Plan Comments - Lake Erling, Arkansas

Attachments: Scan0001.pdf; Scan0002.pdf

Gentlemen: 

 

We ask that you consider the following when finalizing your 2014 Water Plan: 

 

We are residents on Lake Erling in the Southwest corner of Arkansas.  This 7000 acre 

lake was built in the 1950's as a water source for International Paper Company located 

in Springhill, Louisiana.  This was done with agreement and exacting specifications by 

all parties that cannot be broken. 

 

The Lake served for many years as the water source for International Paper Company  
and it also became a public recreational area as well as a premier bass fishing lake; 
and it continues to be a wonderful fishing and boating lake.  International Paper Company, 
after their closing, sought someone to donate the lake as well as some additional property to  
and the AGRED Foundation (American Gamebird Research Education Development) 

contracted to take over the Lake as well as a small park with access to the lake and an  
earthen damn and spillway.   
 

The AGRED Foundation agreed to preserve and improve the property, to protect 
the wildlife and maintain the lake for public recreational use in perpetuity.  This is 

quoted from a news release concerning the transfer.  The first thing AGRED 

did was to lower the water in the lake to a level far below most property owner's docks 

or boat houses.  There were only a few places on the Lake where boats could be  
launched and very few piers or docks have water under them.   It has remained  
this way for an exceptionally long time. 
 

Now the two individuals who "own" AGRED are demanding that all of the owners of  
property around the lake sign documents basically giving their right of way to AGRED 

so they can then charge the owners for access to the Lake in the form of annual 
payments to the AGRED Foundation ranging from $100 to $1000 per year.   
 

AGRED has threatened and tried to intimidate owners by saying that "AGRED 

does not have a legal obligation to maintain the water in Lake Erling."  There 

has been a rumor attributed to one of the directors of AGRED that he would 

drain the lake and plant pine trees on the 7000 acres.   
 

Attached is a copy of their latest publication as well as a copy of the "Formal" 
budget we asked for.   
 

We ask that you consider the enormous value of Lake Erling and all 
fresh water lakes and streams, for recreation use, agricultural use and industrial 
use and the impact to the counties of SW Arkansas should this lake be drained 

or diminished to the point of not being navigable.  Employment in our area is  
at an all time low and this lake remains a substantial attraction for industry to 
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this area as well as the economic boost by people building homes on the lake.   
 

 Thank you for considering our comments. 
 

Jackie and Max Drake 
drakejackie@aol.com 






