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Recommendations Prioritized at

Statewide 1&R meeting April 29th

Approximately 130 Arkansans attended the Statewide
Issues and Recommendations Workgroup meeting that
was held on April 29™ in North Little Rock at the
Wyndham Hotel. This was the twelfth in a series of I&R
Workgroup meetings that the Arkansas Natural Resources
Commission (ANRC) has held since the beginning of the
year.

There have been two statewide and 10 regional meetings
since early January, with more than 800 total attendees.
Hundreds more have attended other meetings during the
past 2 years of Water Plan work. All meetings have been
free and open to the public.

The primary purpose of the April 29th meeting was to
prioritize recommendations to resolve many of the
priority water issues identified in January and February’s
I&R meetings. Approximately 200 recommendations had
been identified during the March meetings, and it was
important during the April meeting for the participants to
begin the process of determining which ones should be
considered as high priorities.

The meeting began at 1 p.m., and after a short
introductory session for everyone, participants
representing the 11 Water Plan sectors from the five
regions were asked to break into sectors and determine
which recommendations they felt were most important
to address priority water-related issues identified in
previous meetings. They scrutinized both statewide and
regional issues.

After breaking into their meetings with their sectors for
about 90 minutes, all participants met together again.
Spokespersons from each sector then selected the regional
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and statewide recommendations that their particular
sectors felt should receive the highest priority.

Water Plan Update consultants are compiling the selected
recommendations from the April meeting, which will be
posted on the Water Plan Update website,
www.arwaterplan.arkansas.gov, by the end of May. A
draft Water Plan Update Executive Summary will be
completed by the end of June, followed by public
meetings in the summer and early fall. The ANRC staff
will also continue Water Plan Update presentations for
organizations and professional associations throughout
the state.

For more information, call ANRC at (501) 682-1611, or
visit the website.

What are the Water Plan Regions and Sectors?

The Water Planning Regions include: East; North;
South-central; Southwest; and West-central.

The 11 sectors include: public water/wastewater
providers; industrial water users; agricultural
irrigation; livestock/poultry/aquaculture;
thermoelectric; fish and wildlife; recreation;
navigation; municipal governments; county
governments; and conservation districts.

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

n u @ArkWaterPlan #arwaterplan

Comments are welcome!




How to Stay Involved in the Arkansas Water Plan Update

Stay aware of the progress by using our e-mail newsletters
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1722771/1716395/?v=a, and frequently checking the
website http://arwaterplan.arkansas.gov/.

Review the data sources and calculations used to determine demands and supplies. They are included
in the workgroup meeting materials on the website. Comment on any that can be improved.

Look for areas of interest to you that are not specifically or adequately addressed in meetings and
reports. Meeting minutes and agendas will be very helpful here, (minutes of meetings and agendas are
located on the website) even without attending each meeting. If there are items that should get more
attention, send comments to arkansaswater@cdmsmith.com.

Go or send representatives to applicable workgroup, subgroup, and public information meetings
(Schedule of meetings is located on the website).

Keep your constituency, local government officials, and legislators informed about the Plan and your
interest in it.

Especially get involved and be heard during the fall 2013 to fall 2014 period when we compare
demand and supply to identify gaps, and then work on solutions that may range from specific projects,
better monitoring and science, more money for infrastructure, to suggested changes in laws and rules.



