
 
 

Arkansas Water Plan Update – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is the Arkansas Water Plan update and why is it needed? 

The Arkansas Water Plan is the state’s policy for long-term water management. The update will bring 
data, science, and public input together to define water demands, water supplies, issues, and potential 
solutions to meet our needs for the next 40 years. The Arkansas Natural Resources Commission last 
updated the Plan in 1990. Since 1990, advances in data, computer technology, and science have given us 
new tools to map and analyze water use more effectively than ever. 

What is the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission (ANRC)? 

The ANRC is a state agency that establishes policy and funding decisions for soil conservation, nutrient 
management, water rights, dam safety, and water resources planning and development. The Commission 
is composed of nine members appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. 

What is the timeline for the update? 

The current update will be presented to the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission in November 2014.  

Steps in the update are:  
 Calculation and forecast of current and future demands – Completed 

 Assessment of available water supply available for use through 2050– Late 2013 

 Identification of issues and challenges – Early to mid-2014 

 Cooperation with stakeholders and the public to create a portfolio of water supply and 
management actions – November 2014 

What kinds of numbers have been developed so far? 

Statewide, we use over 11 billion gallons of water per day. Water uses are estimated to increase statewide 
by 13% to about 12.5 billion gallons per day by 2050. Twenty-seven percent of Arkansas’s water 
demands are met using surface water and 73% by groundwater. Agriculture, thermoelectric power, and 
public supplies use the most water. 

Will the update create new regulations or laws? 

The update is a planning document prepared by ANRC. It will include recommendations, but new 
regulations would be subject to public comment then a review by our state’s legislators. Any legislation 
recommended would just be a suggestion that the General Assembly could consider. 

 



 
 

Will the findings of the update affect individual citizens, raising water rates or reducing water use? 

No. Decisions regarding residential water use and cost are made locally by elected leaders and water 
utility systems. 

If I am for the update or against it, how can I inform the state’s leaders? 

Tell your local public officials and state senators and representatives that this is an important issue for 
you. Call, email, or write to express your opinion. If you have questions or comments you would like to 
get to ANRC, call Edward Swaim, at ANRC, (501) 682-3979, to voice your opinion directly to that 
agency or e-mail arkansaswater@cdmsmith.com. 

What has been the public involvement so far in the process? 

The ANRC staff has made over 80 presentations to groups interested in water issues since the update 
began. Over 20 public meetings have been held around the state during that time. Citizen involvement has 
been very positive. The people of Arkansas appreciate the value of our abundant water resources. 

Over 100 Arkansans from a variety of sectors have participated extensively by volunteering to serve on 
committees. These citizens are from the general public, agriculture, industry, municipal water systems, 
utilities, environmental organizations, and a number of other entities. They have assisted by reviewing 
data sources, calculations, forecasts, and other information and making suggestions to the engineering 
firms hired to carry out the update. 

How can I stay informed about the update and get involved in the process? 

Check the website www.arwaterplan.arkansas.gov often. Newsletters, reports, minutes from committee 
meetings, and other information can be found there. If you would like to schedule a presentation to your 
group or receive hard-copy versions of any newsletters or other material, contact Edward Swaim at 
ANRC, (501) 682-3979.  

Attend or send representatives to workgroup, subgroup, and public information meetings. (Schedule of 
meetings is located on the website.) Especially get involved and be heard during the next year when we 
compare demand and supply to identify gaps, and then work on solutions that may range from specific 
projects, better monitoring and science, more money for infrastructure, to suggested changes in laws and 
rules.  

How can the Water Plan be used to drive economic development?  

Every successful business makes plans for the future. Clean, abundant water is a key consideration in the 
site location process. Having current and updated information on statewide water resources (availability, 
reliability, future uses, and water policy) is crucial for evaluating Arkansas as a potential industry location 
and to help existing industries plan for future growth.  

An effective and reliable water plan provides a necessary blueprint for future development and 
management of the state's water resources to maximize beneficial uses from recreation to industry.  



 
 

How many gallons are in a cubic foot? What is an “acre-foot” of water? What is “cfs?” 

There are 7.48 gallons in 1 cubic foot of water. One acre-foot of water is the amount of water that would 
cover 1 acre of land to a depth of 1 foot. That volume equals 43,560 cubic feet or 325,853 gallons of 
water. It takes 3.07 acre-feet of water to equal 1 million gallons. 

When we talk about flow of water, we use “cubic feet per second” or “cfs.” One cubic foot per second 
(cfs) of flow equals 449 gallons per minute (gpm). 

How will the geographically varied areas of Arkansas be addressed in the Water Plan?  

The Arkansas Water Plan update uses five resource planning areas: East; North; South-central; 
Southwest; and West-central. These separate regions were outlined because each one is similar in several 
of the categories that are used to determine water demand and availability. 

 

 


